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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention is a sealing means in a spray nozzle assembly
which includes the provision of a groove adapted to at least
partially accommodate a sealing means such as an O-ring in
the surface of an upper face of an orifice disc said face being
directed towards a lower face of an inner periphery of anozzle
cap.
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1
SPRAY NOZZLE SEAL MEANS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a national phase entry under 35 U.S.C. §371 of
international Patent Application PCT/AU2010/000747, filed
Jun. 17, 2010, published in English as International Patent
Publication WO 2010/144960 A1l on Dec. 23, 2010, which
claims the benefit under Article 8 of the Patent Cooperation
Treaty to Australian Patent Application Serial No.
2009902786, filed Jun. 17, 2009.

AREA OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the area of spray nozzles and
means for sealing these when in use. In particular the inven-
tion relates not only to an improved sealing means but to such
ameans which is compact without compromising the internal
strength of the nozzle components.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

Spray nozzle type devices customarily consist of a nozzle
body extending from a fluid inlet end to a fluid outlet end the
interior of which body defines a central bore housing, among
other possible components, a swirl device and an orifice disc.

It is well known for an outlet face of the orifice disc to abut
a landing defined by an inner periphery of the nozzle cap
about a central bore and to be provided with a seal between the
disc and cap.

In the prior art it has been known to provide a compressive
seal at the front of the nozzle, between the inner housing and
the orifice disc, using a fiat washer seal.

Such a washer seal does not provide for particularly reli-
able sealing at elevated pressure and temperature, with the flat
seal likely to be squeezed out of the mating surfaces under
some conditions.

Other types of sealing means are used in spray nozzle
assemblies for example a new system has been developed
which uses two independent O ring seals in compression (as
opposed to a common axial body seal coupled with a front
compressive seal) to form the pressure containing function
for the entire nozzle assembly, whereby one O ring resides at
the front of the assembly within the nozzle cap, and provides
a seal between the orifice disc and the inner nozzle cap hous-
ing, and the other seal exists at the rear sealing face of the
nozzle cap housing where it engages the face of the housing
body via a screwed mechanism, forming the final seal.

This new sealing method allows for much higher pressure
ratings than were possible with the prior art.

A further improved sealing method used in the prior art is
an O ring seal groove situated inside the inner cap housing
within the lower periphery of the nozzle cap, designed to
conform to known sealing gland dimension standards, and
allowing for correct sealing between the orifice disc and the
inner cap housing. This arrangement however reduces the
pressure retaining wall thickness between the inner depth of
the o-ring groove and the outer surface of the housing, whose
outer profile form is restricted by the need to prevent imped-
ing the emitted spray from the orifice disc, thus compromis-
ing the mechanical strength of the housing itself.

In this prior art, the nozzle disc typically abuts a single
radial mating surface inboard of the O-ring groove in the
nozzle cap, with the outer diameter of the orifice disc being
free and unsupported at the outer O-ring groove, which is
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flush with the accommodating diameter of the disc housing
bore and larger In diameter than the orifice disc due to normal
clearance requirements.

This typical arrangement provides little mechanical sup-
port for the compressive forces required to create an adequate
face to face seal without gaps. Also, when such required
compressive forces are applied, a bending moment is applied
to this radial mating surface inboard of the O-ring groove,
placing a bending stress upon the thinner area between the
outer face of the component housing the seal groove, and the
innermost O-ring groove depth, which can result in failure of
this innermost radial mating surface, and in worst case sce-
narios, cause this entire middle section to push outward and
fracture away. Thus this arrangement is not conducive to high
pressure operation.

A method used to reduce the need for an O-ring groove in
the inner cap, was to simply use an O-ring in compression,
much like the flat washer, and not provide any sealing grooves
for the proper sealing of the parts. In this case a cavity is
provided between the disc and the housing cap. This variation
has distinct pressure limitations where the sealing cavity
formed conforms to no known sealing conventions.

OUTLINE OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of this invention to provide a seal arrange-
ment which either ameliorates or removes the above sealing
limitations in spray nozzles.

The invention is a sealing means in a spray nozzle assembly
which includes the provision of a groove adapted to at least
partially accommodate a compressible material in an upper
face of an orifice disc said face being directed towards a lower
face of an inner periphery of a nozzle cap.

It is preferred that the resultant seal conform to known
sealing gland standards.

It is further preferred that the compressible material be an
O-ring.

Itis also preferred that the orifice disc used in the invention
be manufactured from tungsten carbide.

It is further preferred that due to the brittle nature of the
tungsten carbide, armour means be used to reinforce the
orifice disc, thus further limiting the risk of failure at the
O-ring groove within a typically brittle nozzle disc.

In order that the invention may be more readily understood
we shall describe by way of non limiting example a particular
embodiment of the invention with reference to the accompa-
nying diagrams.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

FIG. 1 Shows a prior art flat disc sealing means;

FIG. 2 Shows a prior art O-ring seal without a housing
groove;

FIG. 3 Shows a prior art O-ring seal located in a groove in
the nozzle retaining cap;

FIG. 4 Shows the O-ring seal of the invention located in a
groove in an upper face of the orifice disc;

FIG. 5 Shows the O-ring seal of the invention associated
with an orifice disc provided with armour means.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF
THE INVENTION

In a preferred embodiment of the invention 10 a sealing
means 20 is provided within a spray nozzle assembly in a
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recess 50 below an upper face 41 of an orifice disc 40 and a
lower face 31 of an inner periphery of a nozzle cap 30.

The sealing means of the invention is a compressible mate-
rial such as an 0 ring located in a groove 50 located within the
upper face 41 of the orifice disc facing the lower face 31 of the
inner periphery of the nozzle cap.

The arrangement is such that tightening of the cap 30 of the
nozzle assembly to the nozzle body causes compressive seal-
ing by the O-ring. The resultant seal is designed to conform to
known sealing gland standards.

By locating the O-ring within a groove 50 in the orifice disc
rather than the inner periphery 60 of the nozzle cap as shown
in FIG. 3 the peripheral flange is consequently stronger than
the excised peripheral flange of FIG. 3 and is able to withstand
higher internal pressures.

The orifice disc used in the invention is however preferably
manufactured from tungsten carbide which is brittle and the
presence of the groove tends to reduce its strength. For this
reason it is preferred that armour means 60 as shown in FIG.
5 be used to reinforce the orifice disc, thus limiting the risk of
failure at the O-ring groove within a typically brittle nozzle
disc. The invention is however not restricted in this regard.

The provision of a groove residing within the orifice disc
itself is most novel, and allows for the thicker wall thickness
of the cap housing, and increased pressure retaining charac-
teristics, whilst satisfying typical sealing conventions and
standards.

As discussed earlier the use of an O-ring seal in a relatively
fitted groove in either the nozzle cap or the orifice disc pro-
vides a stronger and better arrangement than the seals shown
in FIGS. 1 and 2. The provision of a groove in the nozzle cap
periphery does act to weaken the cap in this area.

The invention as shown in FIG. 4 provides a significant
added benefit in enclosing the seal groove cavity with two
radial sealing faces each side of the radial groove. The pre-
ferred form of the invention, provides that not only is the
O-ring groove eliminated from the nozzle cap, but also pro-
vides a significant addition of strength to the overall design of
the nozzle cap allowing for far greater pressure excursions.
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The invention differs from the prior art particularly in the
respect described above as well as the differences from the
prior art detailed above, the invention is however not
restricted as to the type of materials used or the appearance
and shape ofits component parts and while we have described
herein one particular embodiment of the invention it is to be
understood that variations and modifications in the materials
used and the features described can still lie within the scope of
the invention.

The claims defining the invention are as follows:

1. A seal arrangement in a spray nozzle assembly compris-
ing:

a nozzle cap; and

an orifice disc formed from tungsten carbide, the orifice

disc comprising;

a groove adapted to at least partially accommodate a
compressive seal in the surface of an upper face of the
orifice disc, the upper face being directed towards a
lower face of an inner periphery of the nozzle cap, the
groove being located substantially radially inwardly
form the edge of the upper surface of the orifice disc;
and

armor configured to reinforce the orifice disc, the armor
comprising an annular ring extending around an
external periphery of the orifice disc.

2. The seal arrangement of claim 1, wherein the armor
comprises an upper inwardly extending flange that rests on a
beveled upper edge of the orifice disc.

3. The seal arrangement of claim 1, wherein the inner
periphery of the nozzle cap forms a thickened flange wall able
to withstand high internal pressures.

4. The seal arrangement of claim 1, wherein the groove in
the orifice disc is, in cross section, substantially rectangular
with radiused lower corners.

5. The seal arrangement of claim 4, wherein the compres-
sive seal is an O-ring.
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